
 

English 9  
In this course, students will explore big ideas while developing their communication skills in a 
range of forms from short stories to graphic novels and analytical writing. 

The curriculum guide for this course can be viewed by clicking on the link below: 

English Language Arts 9 

 

Course Content 
Short Introductory Module (4 hours): 

Students read/view three different communication forms – a poem, short story, and comic 
and then write a response. 

Introductory Assignment:  Write a paragraph response that connects ideas from all three texts. 

 

FOUR MAIN UNITS: 

Read the lesson overview for each unit before starting the unit.  Each lesson overview includes 
a time management breakdown for the tasks in the unit, like this: 

 

Unit 1:  True Stories of Adventure (20 – 25 hours)    

Students study stories in their various forms and learn about author’s purpose, voice, tone, 
audience, etc. 

Short Assignment:  Complete a guided response worksheet while reading a variety of stories. 

Major Assignment:  Write an original adventure story.  

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/9


 

Unit 2:  Love Letters from a Distant Land (20 – 25 hours) 

Students study how writers have used correspondence to create literature by writing ‘letters’ 
in the forms of poems, songs, actual letters, and essays.  

Short Assignment:  Create a fictional postcard 

Major Assignment:  Create your own narrative through an ongoing exchange of letters or 
emails between your characters.   

 

CHOICE Unit:  Unit 3 Integrated Novel Study 

Students may choose to complete either Unit 3A or Unit 3B.  Unit 3A has a more complicated 
and challenging text as well as a somber theme.   

 

CHOICE #1:  Unit 3A Spy or Be Spied On (35 – 40 hours) 

Students learn about spying and being spied upon.  As they work through the unit, students 
consider questions such as the following: 

How do we know what is real?  How do we know if we are being lied to?  How might we figure 
that out? 

Short Assignment:  What is reality? 

Short Assignment:  Reading Guide to Little Brother (novel) 

Major Assignment:  Part A:  Visual Research Assignment   

   Part B:  Multi-paragraph Response 

CHOICE #2:  Unit 3B Stories Wrapped in Stories (25 hours) 

Students consider if freedom of expression is a fundamental human right and examine how 
some people want to control which stories are told.  Students will need to read Haroun and 
the Sea of Stories by Salam Rushdie.  Please order this book from a local library or purchase 
it to complete Choice #2:  Unit 3B. 

Short Assignment:  Freedom of Expression 

Short Assignment:  Two-sided Reading Response Journal 

Major Assignment:  Option A:  Write your own frame story 

      Option B:   Write a remix hero journey 



 

Unit 4:  Graphic Details (15 hours) 

Students learn how text and visuals can work together to communicate more effectively than 
either one can do alone.   

Short Assignment:  Cartoons as agents of change 

Short Assignment:   Comic strip assessment 

Major Assignment:  Independent graphic novel study including author and novel research 

Major Assignment:  Create your own graphic narrative 

 

Assessment 
Rubrics are used to assess all the assignments in the course.   

The rubrics can be found displayed in the hand in box for each assignment, and they can also 
all be found in the Course Resources for English 9 link in the introductory section of the 
course: 

 

This chart shows how the assignments are weighted in the course. 

Tasks                     % of Total 
Short Assignments  35 
Major Assignments  65 

 
When students are not meeting the learning outcomes/falling behind  
When students fall behind the expected pace or plan, they will be contacted via email or 
phone and if there is no improvement or response, parents will also be contacted. 
 
 



Students are expected to let the course teacher know when they are struggling with 
course content. In response, the course teacher will provide appropriate help or strategies 
to support learning. The course teacher will also provide feedback on course work to 
support learning and help students improve. Students may always re-submit work that has 
been revised with the teacher feedback to improve their assignment grades if they wish.  
Parents will be made aware if their child is actively working but struggling to meet the 
learning outcomes of the course. 

 
Students falling behind in a manner where it does not appear that they will complete the 
course within a year will be sent reminder emails. Without a response or renewed efforts in 
the course, the student may be assigned an F or withdrawn. Should they begin actively 
working in the course, the student may be given an alternate completion date. 
 

Expectations 
• Contact your teacher when help is needed 
• Review and act on feedback from assignments   
• Work to complete the course in a timely manner 
• Communicate respectfully 
• Review weekly progress reports 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


